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ARACI SEHIRLER MEWA BOLGESEL

FORUMU 21-22 EYLUL 2017°DE
NEVSEHIR’'DE

INTERMEDIARY CITIES MEWA REGIONAL

FORUM TO TAKE PLACE, ON 21-22
SEPTEMBER 2017 IN NEV§EHIR TURKEY

iresmis Kontler ve Yorel Yonetimier Orta Dodu
vz Bah Asya Bilge Teskilah (WCLG-MEWA)
tarafindan hazidanan ve Nevsehir Beloediye-
si'nin ev sahipliginde gerceklegtinlecck olan
“Araci Sehifer MEWA Bolgesel Forumu®, bol-
oo'de dahe evvel ele ahinrmayan, yenilikc bir konuyu tarhsmak
Gzere, 21-22 Eyiil 201 7 tarhlernde Oria Dofu ve Bab Asya
(MEWA) Bélgesi'nden cok sayda ulusal ve yerel yinetim
termsiicisi, akademisyen ve alaninda wamaon kisidlon bir araya
gutiriyor,

Siirdiirilebilir Kallonmanin Kilit Aktorier;

“Araci Sehirler”

Yorel Demokrasi ve Desantraizosyon Kdresel Gozlemevnin
4. Raporu'ma (GOLD IV) gdre, dinya kentsel ndfusunun hd-
lihazirda %36's1 arac kentierde yagamakiadir ve bu oranin
2030°da %50'ye ulasacad dngorlimektedir. Arac sehirer,
hiem kentsel kalkinma potansiyellen, hem sabip olduklan ide-
al insan oigedi nedeniyle kinesel gindemde gitikge kendile-
rine daha fazla yer edinmette, Strddrilebiir Kallkinma He-
defleri'nin uygulanmasinda dogal bir ortak olarak katwul
edimektediror.

Arach gehirler; dig kaynakl sokkara karg daha direngli olabil-
rriek, toplumsal ve kimiiksel dokulan glclendinmek, yere ka-
pixsite ve varkkian harekete gecirebilmek icn yakanik ve ‘insan
dlcedi’ gitd dzeliklerinin avantaanndan faydalanabilicler. Bu-
daha mirefieh bir ortam inga etmek amaciyia bidikte caliga-
bilmeen icin onlara kimiik, sidivet hissi ve istekliik kazandinl-
masina ve daha yakin adlar olusturmalanna katkeda bubinur.

UCLG Araci Sehirler Calisma Grubu Gatisi Altinda Bir
Araya Gelen Araci Sehirler Seslerini Uluslararas: Kalkin-
ma Giindeminde Duyurma Firsab Buluyor

Birlesmis Kentler ve Yere! Yanetimier Diinya Teskilat (UCLG)
ve UNESCO'nun kspanya'da bulunan Araci Sehirer ve Kiine-

rganized by United Cities and Local Governmants

Middle East and West Asia Seclion (UCLG-MEWA,),

Intermediary Cities MEWA Regional Forum will lake

place on 21-22 Seplember 2017 under the auspices of

Mevsehir Municipality. The Forum will gather many na-
bonal and local govemnment representatives, academics and experts
from the Middle East and West Asia (MEWA) regon to discuss an
uniouched s

Key Actors of Sustainable Development: “Intermediary Cities™
According 1o the 4th Report of the Global Observalory for Local De-
mocracy and Decentralization (GOLD IV), 36% ol the global urban
population lives in cties, and tha ratio is expected 1o reach 50% by
2030, Intermediany cities hawve gradually assumed a stronger position
in thex global agenda, thanks o their urban development potential and
their ideal human scale, and they ane recognized as a natural parner
in implementation of the Sustanable Development Goats

I-Cities can lake advantage of their charactenistics of proximity and
‘hurnan scale’ to grow mone resilient o extemal shocks, strengthen
their social and identity fabric, and mobilize iocal capacities and assels.
In addition, their humnan-scale dimension helps provide an identily, a
sense of belonging, dose networks, the wilingness of communities
to work ogether o build a mane prosperous emnvironmenl

Under the Umbrella of UCLG I-Cities .
Working Group, |-Cities Acquire &

the Opportunity to Have a Voice S
in the International Develop-
ment A

United Cities and Local Govern-
ments (UCLG) Intermediany Cities
Working Group was created in
April 2014, in partnership with
UNESCO Chair of Intermediary Ci-
ties and Global Urbanization. The
working group, which was chaired by
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sel Kentlesme Kiirsiisi'niin isbirid ile, Nisan 2014'% UCLG
Araci Sehirler Calisma Grubu kurulmustur. Kuruldugu giinden
bu yana Bagkanhfini Fas'in Safsavan Belediyesinin dstlen-
dii calisma grubu, 12-15 Ekim 2016'da Bogota, Kolombi-
ya'da gergeklestinien UCLG Kongresi ile “Araci Sehirler Fo-
mumu” adin almighr. UCLG Kongresi ve ardindan Ekvator'un
Kito kentinde gerceklestirilen HABITAT il Konteransi'nda
yonla birlikte UCLG cabisi altinda bir araya gelen arac sehir-
ler, daha sirdinilebilir bir diinya icin iizererine diisen sorum-
lulugun geredini yerne getimmeyi tashhit etmisler ve seslerini
ubuslararasi kalkinma gindeminin tOm paydaslanna duyur-
muslandir.

2018"de Gerceklestirilecek Araci Sehirler Kiiresel Foru-
mu icin 2017 Yih Boyunca Bir Dizi Bolgesel Forum Ger-
ceklestirilecek

Dinyadaki mevcut kentiesme trendi, aract sehirlenn kendi
giindermierini olugturmalanm da zarur kimaktadir. Bu dog-
nultuda, geleceqe donik stratejiler gelistirmek dzere 2018
yilinda dizenlenecek olan Arac Sehirler Kiresel Forumu'na
hazirik olarak, 2017 yilh boyunca bir dizi bdigese! forum ger-
ceklestinimesi karariaghnidi. Bu kapsamda dizenienen bol-
gesel forumlann itki olan “Aract Sehirler Afrika Balgesel
Forumu®, 5-6 Mayis 2017 tarhlerinde Fildisi Sahili Cumbu-
Fildisi Sahili Basbakan Amadou Gion Coubaly himayesinde,
Araci Sehirler Forumu, Fildisi Sahili Kentleri ve Kasabalan
Birligi ile Odienne Belediyesi isbirligi'nde gerceklestirilen
Araci Sehirler Afrika Bolgesel Forumuwnda Afrika’min kalian-
measi dzerine givenlik, sosyal uyum, yerel demokrasi, kent-
sellik ve insani kalkinma gibi konular arac sehirler eksenin-
de tartrsldi.

UCLG-MEWA Tarafindan Diizenlenen “Araci Sehirler
MEWA Bolgesel Forumu™ Eylill ayinda Nevsehir'de
Aracy Sehirer Orta Dogu ve Bat Asya (MEWA) Bolgese! Fo-
mumii, UCLG-MEWA tarafindan 21-22 Eyiil 2017 tarhlennde
Nevsehir Belediyesinin ev sahipliginde gerceklestirilecek.
Araci Sehifer MEWA Bolgesel Forurmu'nda aym zamanda
Bolge'deki arac sehirenn kiresel kentsel giindeme paraled
olarak kend gindemlerninin olusturuimasina rehberlik edecek
olan MEWA Bilgesi Arac Sehirer Deklarasyonu mzalanacak.
21 Eylil 2017 tarihinde Aract Sehirder Tanitm Oturumu ile
baslayacak olan Forum, “Arac Sehiferde Gig Yonetimi bas-
likh tematik cturum ile devam edecek. MEWA Balgesinde
dzelikie Tirkiye, Libnan ve Urdin, miiltec yoguniugunun
yasandidi dikeleri olusturuyor. Suriyel miltecilerin yam sira,
dzedlikle kirsal alanlardan boyiksehirers dogru yasanan yo-
gun gog dalgas: ile de micadele eden MEWA Balgesindeki
Arac: Sehirler, milteci ve gdgmenlerin yeniden yerestiriime-
sinde tampon bélge olarak Gne cikiyor. Bu dinamikler dogrul-
tusunda gerceklestiniecek Oturum; Koyden Kente Gag, Yurt
Disa G ve Tampon Balge Olarak Aract Sehirler att bashkda-
n afinda yapilacak sunumlan katbmeilar ile bulusturayor.
Falanmamin ana akitrien olan kentler, altyap ve ulasim avan-

tajlan ile ulusal kakonmaya kazanim saflarken, bolgesal ma-
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Chefchaouen Municipality (Morocoo) since it was founded, has been
re-named as “Intermediary Cities Forum” during the UCLG Congress
in Bogota, Colombia on 12-15 October, 2016. UCLG Intermediary
Cites Declaration was adopted on the occasion of the UCLG Cong-
ress and the HABITAT Il Conference that was held back to back with
the Congress. Through this Declaration, inlermediary cities that gat-
hered under the UCLG umbrella committed o fulfilling thesir responst-
bilities for a more sustainable world and made their voices heard by
all the stakeholders of the intemational development agenda

A Series of Regional Fora Will Be Held in 2017 On the Way to
Intermediary Cities World Forum in 2018

The current urbanization trend in the world makes it a necessity for
intermediary cities to design their own agendas. In this framework, it
was decided that a senies of preparatony regional fora will be organized
in 2017, before the Global Intermediary Cities Forum in 201 8. The first
regional forum held within this context, “Intermediary Cities Africa Re-
gional Forum®™ was held on 56 May 2017, in Odienné | the Ivory
Coast

During the Intermediary Cites Africa Regional Forum that was held
under the high patronage of Amadou Gon Coubaly, Prime Minister of
hvory Coast and with the collaboration of Intermediary Cities Working
Group, currently named as Intermediary Cities Forum, Union of Cities
and Towns of lvory Coast (UVICOCT) and Odienné Municipality; par-
ticipants discussed security, social cohesion, local democracy, urba-
nism and humanitanan development for the devieopment in Africa on
the axis of ntermediary cities.

“Intermediary Cities MEWA Regional Forum™ Will Be Held in
September, in Nevgehir, Turkey by UCLG-MEWA
UCLG-MEWA will hold the Intermediary Cities Middle East and West
Asia (MEWA) Regional Forum on 21-22 September 2017, in Nevse-
hir, Turkey. UCLG-MEWA Intermediary Cities Declaration will also be
siqned during the intermiediary Cities MEWA Regional Forum, to gu-
ide intermediany ciies in the region in designing their own agendas,
in line with the global urban agenda.

Starting with an Infroductory Session on Intermediary Cities, the Fo-
rum will conltinue with a thematic session tiled “Migration Management
in Intermediary Cities." Turkey, | ebanon and Jordan are at the op in
the list of countries that host most refugees in the MEWA region.
Struggling with a heavy migration infle from rural aress to metropo-
ises in addition 1o hosting a high population of Syrian refugees; the
Intermediary Cities in the MEWA region have become a buffer zone
for the resettlement of refugees and migrants. Within this framewaork,
the: Session will offer its participants vanous presentations on Domes-
tic Migration, international Migration and HCities Functioning as Buffer
Zones.

As the main aciors of development, ciies contribule to overall national
development with their advantages of infrastructhure and transporati-
on; while they also make contributions for strengthening economic
resifience of their region. Having economies concentrated on major
metropolises, the countries in the MEWA region have intermediary
difies that can become regional attraction spols for entreprenewrs and
mvestors, as they are supported by various forms of incentives and
thesy can provide labor and enengy at lower costs. The Sesson filed
“Contribution of HCities to Overall National Development” aims to pro-



nada ekonomik direncliigin giclenmesine katkoda bulkmurlar.
Ekonomesinin belli bash biyiksehinerde yogunlashd gonilen
MEWA Bolgesindeki Glkeler, aym zamanda pek cok legvik ile
desteklenen ve daha disik masraflarla isthdam ve enerji
saflayahilme Gzeliklen sayesinde, gnsma ve yalinmeilar icin
hiplerdir. Buradan yola ¢cikilarak diizenlenecek olan “Arac
Sehirlenn Ulusal Dizeyde Kaknmaya Katkos)™ baghkd iking
tematik oturum; Yerel, Ulusal ve Uluslararasi Dizeyde Araci
Sehirlere Saflanan Tegvikler, Daha Dengeli Bir Servet Dagil-
m Igin Aract Sehirlerin Giglendinimesi, Ulusal Mali Direncigin
Artinimzsinda Bir Arag Olarak Arac Sehirler konulannda fikie
ve deneyimienn paylasilacad bir ortam sunmay hedefliyor.
Sehirlerin daha fazia tunist ve yabnm cekmek icin yangh
gundmiiz dinyasinda arac sehirer, ancak markalasma ko-
nusuna yahrm yapabildiklen dlolde var olabiliier. Markalas-
mug sehirde yasayan kent sakinlennin bir yandan bubunduk-
lan yere duyduklan aidiyet hissi ghclenirken, bir yandan da
yereldeki karar verme mekanizmalanna daha akdif katdmala-
n beklenmektedir. Bu kapsamda Forum'un ikinei guninde
gerceklestirlecek Ogined tematik oturum, Aract Sehirlerin
Sehir Sakinlerince Daha Fazla Sahiplenimesi, Arac Sehirber-
de Aidiyet Hissinin Artmimas: ve Arac Sehirlerde Marka Sehir
Konusunda lyi Uygulamalar alt bashklan ile ‘Marka Aract Se-
hirler” temas: altinda gerceklestniecek.
Forum'un son tematik oturumu, “Arao Sehiderde Sirdinile-
bilir Kallkonma Hedeflerinin Yerellestiiimes™ lemas: altinda
gerceklestiilecek. Bimpl Kalkinma Hedeflen'nin yerini alan ve
2030 yihna kadar kiresel gindemlenn odak nokias olacak
Strdirilebifr Kafanma Hedeflen'nin basanss, yerelde uygu-
lanabilirigi e oranhiidir. SKH'nin, Gzelikle de 11. Hedefin kabul
ediimesiyle sehirler, strdindlebilr kalkinma ign onemi bir pay-
das ve dogal bir orak olarak kabul edimekte ve bu gesme
dinya gapindakiyerel yoretimle cin btk b donim nokia-
51 olarak ifade edimektedir. Arac sehider, kaynaklanm dogru
sekilde kullanmalan ve cevreye cok az etkide bulunmalan
nedeniyle strdinikebilr kallkinmanin gerceklestinimesinde
ideal bir korumdadiriar. Diger yandan, genedikle arac sehir-
lerdeki yerel nifus, yerel liderfer ve belediye calisanlannin
strdirilebilr kallinma glndemini yelennce sahiplenmedigi
goralmidstir. SKH konusunda farkndzhgin arbnimeas:, bu he-
deflenn yerellestinimesinde arac sehirkenin etkin bir rol oyna-
yarak sadece kendi iclerinde degil kiresel dizeyde farkhhk
dur. Bu kapsamda Forum'un bu son tematik olurumu; Arac
Farkandahiin Atinlmas:, Arac Sehirerde Kurumsal Kapasite
Artisi ve Strdirilebilirik Agrsindan Arac Sehirenin ldeal Ko-
nurnu alt bashklan alinda gemeklestinlecel.
Forum, Balge'deki araci sehirlenn kiresa! kentsel gindem
dogrultusunda olusturacaklan kendi glindemienne rehberlik
edecek olan MEWA Bolgesi Aracy Sehirler Dekdarasyonu’nun
imzalanmas e son bulacak.
Program ik iigili detayh bilgiler icin httpficiies.uclg-mewa.ong/
adresini ziyaret edebilir, sorulanmz icties @ uclg-mewa.org
yresine letebilrsing
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vide a platform for idea and experence sharing on Provision of Incen-
tives: Local, National and Intemational Aspects, Empowerment of
I-Citiess for a more Balanced Wealth Distribution, and Empowerment
of HCities for Improvement Financial Resilience.

In today's world, where: cities compete o receive a larger share of
tourists and businesses, intermediary cities can survive if they invest in
branding. Living in a brand city increases the level of ownership of the
city among its residents, which, in fum, ncreases the overall productivity
and creativity of the city. In addition, citizens with a sense of belonging
to their ciies, participate more actively in the local decision making
mmmmmmmmdeM
The 37 Thematic Session to be held on the second day of the Forum
under the fitle “Branded |-Cities,” the participants will discuss issues
such as Increased Ownership of HCities by their Residents, Building
Sense of Belonging in 1-Cities and Good Branding Practices in HCities.
The: last Thematic Session of the Forum will be held under the theme
of “Localization of the Sustainable Development Goals in Intermediary
Cities" Sustanable Development Goals (SDGs), which have repla-
ced the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), will be at the heart
of all global development agendas until 2030, and their success is
directly linked to the success in their localization. With the infroduction
of the SDGs, and particularly the SDG 11, cities have been recognized
as a major stakeholder and a natural partner in sustainabile develop-
ment, which represent a major breakthrough for the local governments
woridwide. Intermediary cities are ideally positioned o ensure 3 sus-
tainable development, with optimal use of resources, and with limited
impact on emvironment.  Yet, in most cases, local populations, local
leaders and municipal executives in intermediary cties may not readily
relale themselves to the sustainable development agenda.  Therefo-
re, awareness raising on the SDGs remains a priority to mobilize
I-Citiess to play a proactive role in localization of the SDGs, so that they
can make a difference not only in their cities, but also at the global
scale. The last Thematic Session tiled Localization of the SDGs in
Intermediary Cities will be focusing on Raising Local Awareness on
Sustainable Development in Hoibies, Increasing Capacities in HCities
and HCities Ideally Positioned to Ensure Sustainability.

The Forum will be concluded with UCLG-MEWA Intermediary Cities
Dedaration in order to develop a substantial reference for the inter-
mediary cifies in the region to develop their own urban agendas.
Please visit hitp-ficities. uclg-mewsa org/ for detailed information on the
Forumn, and contact us via icties® ucly-mewa org should you have
any questions.
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“UCLG, KURESEL SEHIRLERE DESTEK
VEREN GERCEK BIR AILEDIR”

“UCLG ISA GENUINE FAMILY THAT
SUPPORTS GLOBAL CITIES’

Fas Safsavan Belediye Baskam ve UWCLG Araci Sehirler Forumu Baskarn Mohamed
Sefiani ile belediye baskanlidi ve araci sehirler hakkinda keyifli bir réportaj
gerceklestirdik. Sefiani, 21-22 Eylil 201/ tarihinde Nevsehir'de gerceklestirecegimiz Araci
Sehirler Bolgesel Forumu hakkinda gdrislerini de bizimle pavlast.

We have made an interview with Mohamed Sefiani, Mayor of Chefchaocuen and President of
UCLG Intermediary Cities Forum, on his city Ieaders.hlp and the concept of intermediary cities.
Mr. Sefiani also shared his ideas on Intermedlarg Cities MEWA Regional Forum, to be held on

21-22 September 2011

afsavan Belediye Baskam ve UCLG Araci
Sehirler Forumu Bagkan olarak yaphginiz
calismalan yakindan takip etmekteyiz ve bu
caligmalara daha énceki sayilanmizda da
cesitli vesilelerle yer vermistik. Okuyucula-
nmizin sizi daha yakindan tansmasi amaciyla,
Belediye Bagkam Mohamed Sefiani'yi bize k-
saca anlatir misimz?
Fas'in kuzeyinde, Atlas Dajlan'mun tam ora=sinda bulunan
Safsavan sefinin belediye baskannam. “Mavi Ina™ olarak da
anilan Safsavan, oncekl donemilerde hak etfigi ilgiyi goreme-
mis ok sayida kaynada ve bunun yaninda Snemil bir polan-
siyele sahip. Iste bu zenginiider dinyaya tanimak ve benzer
ama;, zoruk ve hedeflere Safsavan't kimesel bir deger olarak
konumiandirmak hedefivle yolumun belediyeyle kesssmesine
sebep olan lemel vizyon da budur.
Safsavan yiksek potansiyel sahibi bir sehir ve bu potansiyed
actk ve somut hedeflere cizilen bir vizyon izleyerek ve bu
hedefleri kiresel baglam ve faaliyetierke birestrerek aciga
gkanlzhilirse, bir model sehir olmassm mdmkiin kilacak ciddi
bir firsat dogabiir.
Cabsmalanm gerceklegtinrken dikkat etigim adimlan siyle
sralayabilinm: Somut hedeflerin belifenmesi, bu hedeflen
katimcs bir yaklasmia bitinlestirecek bir siratefinin olustu-
rulmas1 ve tim sreci vaktinde ve zamaninda eksiksiz sekide
yonetecek uzmaniann katlimmin saglanmas:
Aynca, meveut kiresel sarlar, yelersiz aityam, disik yatinm-
larve kirese! dedisimiere ayak uyduramarmis olmakian muz-
danp olan Safgavan gibi sehirlere —biyik dneme ve potansi-
yele sahip difjer sehirierde oldudu gibi- potansiyellerini ortaya
cikarabilme, kaynaklanndan verimli sekide yararanabilme
ve hedeflenni gerceklestirebilime imkan sunmakta. Bu ulus-
lararas: baglam, tim kentlerimiz ve vatandaslanmez icin ki-
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in Nevsehir, Turkey.

CLG-MEWA has been following the works you
have been carrying out as the Mayor of Chef-
chaouen, Morocco and the President of UCLG
Intermediary Cities Forum, and we have re-
ferred to you in the previous issues of our
Mewsletter, on various occasions. Would you please tell
us briefly about yourself, so that our readers also can get
to know you better?
| am Mayor of a city called Chefchaouen, located in the north of
Morocco, in the middie of the North Mountains. My city is called
the Blue City, and it has a lot of resources and potentials that
have not been really valued in the previous decennials. This is
the fundamental vision that made me armve to the municipality,
with the aim of positioning Chefchaouen into the global context
through networks with similar objectives, challenges, and visions.
My city has a lot of potentials and many aspects are related to
topics and possibilities that enables it to be a relevant example
if these potentials are opened and brought into light, following
the frame of a vision, with clear and concrete objectives, and
connecting those to the global context and activities.
Those are my credentials: Concrete objectives, strategy to build
them integrating a participatory approach, and adding specialists
and experts to make sure everything is realizable in time and
SPECce.
Also, the actual global contexl, allows that cities like mine, who
has been suffering from a lot of lack of infrastructures, invest-
ments, and ning with what is happening in the global context,
can reveal its potentials, resources and ambitions like any other
important or relevant city in the world. This international context
brings international recommendations for all our ciies and citi-
zens, and therefore, makes easier the positioning of cities like
mine, since that the S0Gs and the Global Agendas are thoughts
for all and we are welcoming the “leaving no one behind” that
builds the basis of the SDGs.



resel dnerler sunmakia baylelikle, -SKH'lerin ve Kiresel
Gindemn'in herkesi kucaklayan yampsina ve SKH'lerin de te-
melini olusturan “kimseyi arkada birakmama” ilkesine daya-
narak- Safsavan gibi sehirlenn uluslararas: alanda konum-
lanmasin kolaylastrmakiadir

“Mavi Inci” olarak da bilinen Safsavan'da iki kez belediye
baskam secildiniz. Bu bagannizi neye baglyorsunuz?
Ashina bakarsamiz, bu tanimdaki “Mavi Inci” olabilmek icin
herhangi bir pobtika izlememiz gerekmedi. Sehnin kokia
tarihi, kittind ve halk: herkesin malumudur. Halkemiz, gicid
bégelik ile yogrulmues bir vatandashk kiliinine sahip oldu-
gundan, mavi renk gelenegini herhangi bir politika veya
zorlama olmaksizin asilardir siirddniyor ve tabi bu da kent
yonetiminin bu gelenedi korumasm ve sirdimmesini daha
kolay ve mimikin kiliyor:

Ve ben bu dursmun, yani halkon kabhmemn, kentteki en ufak
bir gelisimin bile temedini olusturduiuna inanyorum. Birpro-
jenin ya da politikanm, oylanarak kabul edilmis olsa dahi, bu
katihm safjlanmadan sirdinilebilr olmeas: midmbkin degsdir
Halkan katilrm ve sirece dahiliyeti olmaksizin uygulamamn
efkin ve siirdinilehilir bir karaktere sship olmas: beklenemez.
“Sehn yasamanin uygulamaya dokiimesi konusunda, -ara-
o1 sehiflerde daha fazia olmak Gzere- sehnin sakinken yerel
bir bilgelife sahiptic Bu sebeple, polika olusturma ve kentsel
kallkinmay planlama sireclennde va n dinleyen ve
onlann seslerini duyuran bir yaklasim benimsenmesi son
derece Gnemiidir.

Oyle ki, yeryiiziinin en kapsamh ve basanh girinen
projesi bile halkin katibm saglanmadid) sdrece yok ol-
maya mahkumdur. Beni sivil ioplumdan belediye bag-
kanhgina yoneiten ve belediye bagkam olarak bugin de
giicine inanmayr sirdirdbiim ve uygulamaya cabsh-
gim bir gikas noktas: budur.

Yani Safsavanhlann kalkinma olarak tammiadiklan sey,

You have been elected twice as the Mayor of Chefchaouen,
also known as “the Blue Pearl.” What do you attribute this
success to?

Actually, the "Blue Pear” in this definiion, did not need any policy
or instruction o be a pearl. The History and Culture of the city and
its citzenship is strong, and everyone knows about it They have
been keeping this tradition of the Biue color in the old city for years
and centuries without any instruction or policy, because the wisdom
of the citizenship is a strong one, so it was easy for our council to
maintain it and make it sustainable.

And | believe that this is the basis of any development in the city :
the: cilizenship involvernent. Without it, there i no sustainability for
the developed projects and for the palicies, although vated. Imple-
mentation will not be effective and sustainable without the involve-
ment and participation of the cilizenship.

Citizens have a local wisdom, even more in Intermediary Cities that
is connected to the practicality of the “living the cily”, listening to
them, and making their voice heard is essential when constructing
a policy and developing the city.

The besl intemnational recommendations in the world will not be
made alive without their parficipation. This point of departure is the
one that leaded me to be a mayor when being implicated in the
Civil Sodiety, and it is something | still apply and believe in as a
Mayor.

So, what Chefchaouen has know as a development, would it be
local, national or intemational is due to the citizens involverment.

| guess that this cohesion is important when the elections are back.

In addition to your office as the Mayor of Chefchaouen, you
are also presiding UCLG Intermediary Cities Forum, formerly
named as UCLG Intermediary Cities Working Group. Would
you please tell us about your experience of joining the UCLG
family and the activities of UCLG Intermediary Cities Forum?
| was honored, as Mayor of my City, 1o be invited by UCLG fo lead
the Intermediary Cities activity when created in April 2014.

17



ROFPORTAJ [ INTERVIEYY

vatandaglann katihmina badh olarak yerel, ulusal veya
uluslararas: dilzeylerde gerceklegebilir

Samyorum ki, secim basankannin arkasindaki en onemii un-
sur 50z konusuy uyumdur,

Belediye bagkanhginzin yan sira aym zamanda UCLG
Araci Sehirler Forumu, eski adiyla UCLG Araci Sehirler
Calisma Grubu, Bagkanhg gorevini de ylritmektesiniz.
Bizlere UCLG ailesine katima seriiveninizden ve UCLG
Araci Sehirler Forumu'nun faaliyetierinden bahseder mi-
siniz?

Araci Sehirler (aaliyetierinin bagladigy Nisan 2014 Salgavan
Belediye Baskam olarak bu sireci yonetmek (zere UCLG
tarafindan bir davet alma serefine nail oldum. Bu larihten
itibaren ekibimiz, WCLG Dinya Sekreleryas)'min Sehir Plan-
lama Komisyonu kcersinde, bir arace sehirler af kurmak
amaciyla cahsmalanna devam edivor. Bu komisyonun, et-
kinkkber aracibfjiyla bu afjlan deslokleme; bagta UNESCO
Araci Sehirler ve Kirese! Kentlegme Kirsdsi ile ig birligi
olmak Gzere cesil is biriklen yoluyla calisma ve arasbimma-
lan tesvik etme; araci sehidere dair mesajlanmizi letmek
icin istigare halinde birfikie galisma ve bu sehirlerin kendi
aralannda ve uluslararas: loplumda seslenn duyurma gibi
dnemil roller meveul,

Bu ylzden, UCLG nin bu konuda vizyon sahibi oldufuna
inanmakla birlikle simdi ve golecekle arac gehirlen karark
sekilde glndeminde tutacak etkin bir durug gostereceding
disiniyorum. Biz do, olugturulan bu dinamizmin sekreler-
yanin Wm ekibince var giclyle desteklendidgini bilerek, ken-
dimizi bu aile le bitbnlesmis hissediyonuez.

Bu ankamda, bizim igin dondm noktzs Habital 1 oldu. Kie-
sel glindemiler, dinyadaki arac gehider ve bu sehirerin ya-
gadiklan zoruklann Gstesinden gelme noldasinda yeni kaps-
kar agan kabihme: bir yaklagsim e olugturukdukdan icin; calsma
grubu ve faaliyetenni kiresel dizeyde daha prolesyonel ve
aklif sekilde konumlandimmak adina arac gehirlerne bir vme
kazandinlacadyina inanyorduk. Bu amacla, bahs gecen zor-
luklan, UCLG Dianya Sekretaryas:'min da tam destegiyle,
arac gehirerin gelecedi igin bir strateji olarak ele aldik ve
kiirsel gindemier ile SKHYern Arac Sehirlere hangi alanlar-
da yarar saglacifna dair bir kampanya dizenledik. Daha
once hazranmas bulunan Cerceve Dokiman ve Aract Sehir-
ler icin kilit Gnerdler ternelinde Bogota'daki UCLG Dinya Kon-
seyi icin Dunya Araci Kentler Deklarasyonu hazifand ve
bunu Kito'daki 3. BM Konutve Strdunilebilis Kentiegme Kon-
lerans: (Habitat Il izieds.

Alinan sonuglar clumiu oldu. UCLG'nin desiegi e, arac se-
hislerin Yeni Kentsel Gindem'de daha fazla yer almasi adina
gerek lobi faalyetenni yapabildik ve UCLG GOLD IV raporu
arac gehirden melropolier ve koylerfarsal alanlanbalgeler
arasinda bir ormek olarak konumilandirmamiz konusunda
epey fayda sagiad:
Gorebilecediniz gibi, UCLG orlak amaca inanan ve baska
resel Sehirler'e destek veren gercek bir ailedir.
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Since then, our leam has been working o build a network of Interme-
diary Cities together with the World secretariat of UCLG inside the
Commission of Urban Planning, who's role has been crucial - support-
through partnerships, especially the parinership with the UNESCO
Chair of Inlermediary Cilies and World Urbanization, all working togeth-
er through consultations for the messages of the HCities, and making
munity.

So, | befieve thal UCLG has been visionsary in this lopic and had the
audacious atlitude (o bet on the relevance of |HCities in the present and
thi future. We do feel integrating a family indeed, since the whola
secretarial is present and supportive of the dynamic generatied.

A tmning point has been the deadling of Habital Il : we were really
befieving that the momenium was made for the |-Cilies dynamic 10 ba
more professional and proactive in positioning the working group and
its works al a Global level, because the Global Agendas were made in
a participalory approach opening a new door for the world intermacdiary
Cities and their challenges. So, we ook up the challenge as a siralegy
for the future jor Cities with the complete support of the World Secre-
tariat of UCLG and organized a campaign taking over where the Glob-
al Agendas and SDGs were benafiting the IHCitles : Aworld Declaration
of HCities was prepared for the UICLG Bogota's Word Summit, foliowed
by the Third UN Conferance on Habital and Housing in Quilo, basad
on the Frama Document prepansd before and the key recommeanda-
tions for -Cities.

The resulls wene optimal since, with the support of UCLG, we wene
able 1o lobby lor mome integration of the Inlermediary Cities in the New
Urban Agenda Document, and the UCLG GOLD IV report did help a
Il i positioning -Cities as a paradigm between the Metropolis and
Villages/Mural/Temibonoes.

As you can see, it is truly a family beleving in the same vision and
giving a support o the Global Cilies thal none global instilulion can give
chowhiere.

Sincn these resulls, and with the re-omgantzation of the organs of UCLG,
we are now an UCLG Forum of Intermediary Cities, with a political
background, that has the aim of organizing the firg Word Forum on
Intermeciary Cities that will hald in Chefchaouen in July 2018

W have since then structured the UCLG Forum of -Cities through
Regponal plots with local leadership through vice-presidencies, based
on the UCLG sections. And we are glad thal mayors from each conli-
nents have taken up the lead of the dynamic on their regional kevel,

The New Urban Agenda adopted during HABITAT lll envisages
strengthening the link between rural and urban areas, as well as
integrated systems for inclusive development. This issue is also
underlined in Sustainable Goal 11, which aims to
create “Sustainable Cities and Communities.” In the light of these
reference documents, how do you picture the future of Interme-
diary Cities?

Inlermediary dities are the link between different aspects of the urban
syslems : they are often the ink between the rural side and the Me-
tropolis, they are also the link between Metropolis and surmounding
territories, they can also be the link between Metropolis themselves,
but the most important, is that HCiies are inscribed inlo a temitory in



Bu sonuclardan ve UCLG organlannin yeniden dizenienme-
=inden bu yana; arik politik bir arka plana sahip UCLG Araci
Sehirler Forumu'yuz ve | Arac Sehirler Dinya Forusmu'nu
2018 Ternmuz'unda Safsavan’in ev sahipiginde gercekles-
O tarihien bu yana, UCLG bolge teshkilatlan baskan yardim-
cilanmin aracithiyla yere! liderer e birikde bolgesal pilot se-
hirler secerk UCLG Aracs Sehirer Forumunu sekillendimme-
ye basladik. Ve her kitadan belediye bagkanlanmin kendi
balgekennde bu dinamizmin lidedigini Gstienerek UCLG Aracs
Sehirler alesinin biyimesine katk sajlamas sebebiyie son
derece muthuyuz.

HABITAT lif te kabul edilen Yeni Kentsel Gindemn'de kap-
sayici bir kalkinma icin birbirine entegre edilmis sistem-
lerin yam sira kursal ve kentsel bolgeler arasindaki bag-
lantinin gliclendiriimesi ongortlmektedir. Buna ek olarak
“SurdlGrilebilir Sehir ve Yasam Alanlan”nen olusturulma-
sim amaclayan Strdinilebilir Kalkinma Hedefi 11'de de
bu konunun alt cizilmektedir. Bu temel referans metinler
ele alindiginda siz araci sehirlerin gelecegini nasil yorum-
luyorsunuz?

Araci sehirker, kentsel adlann farkh yonlen arasindaki baglan-
tilardir. Genelikle karsal balgeler ile metropoller arasinda bir
baj olusturmakla birflde:, metropol ve cevre balgelen arasin-
da ve aynca metropollern kendi aralannda da bir baglant
olustururiar. Ama daha dnemilisi, arac sehirler giclerini bu-
unduklan balgelers atfederier. Belediye baskanian olarsk bu
durumu ghmezden gelemeyiz cinki bu bddgeler, sehiren-
mizi anlamk ve dnemb kilan unsurlann basinda gelmekiedir.
Bu nedenle bir arac seh tammlarken, arac sehirlenmizin
karsal cevrelerninin de giz ondne alnmas: esastr. SKH'lenn
ve Yeni Kentsel Gondem'in uygulanmasi sz konusu oldu-
dunda, arac sehirkenmizi ivi omek yapan baz gicll yonlen
soyle siralayabilinz: Kir-kent baglanhlan, daha giveni sehirler
icin toplumisal uyum, daha strddnilebdic bir ulasim sistemi icin
yakinhk unsuru ve kahlhimer yaklasim.  Uyumn, sahiplenme,
poltikalar ve istisare mekanizmalan gibi unsurlar arac sehir-
leri “gelecekieki sirdinilebilr kalkinma®nm uyguianabileced
amek alanlar haline getimme konusunda simdiden yardime
olmaktadir.

Bu, Araci Sehirder Dinya Forumunu clusturma strecinde de
fakip ethfimiz vizyon ve amachr. Baska bir deyisle, kiresa
gundernlerin arac sehilerde uygulanmasm ekonomil, iglev-
sel ve poliika gelistirme bakis agilanndan dededendirierek
ve bunun yanmda kent sakinlerini tom bu sirece dahil ederek
A “Kimsenin gende brrakiimadifindan” ve tm aract sehir-
lerin sirece dahil oldugundan emin olmak adina, Ddnya Fo-
rumu badgesel forumlar dizenliyor. Bu forumlann amacs,
SKH'lern, Yeni Kentsel Gindemn'in ve lklim Gondermi'nin
yerel diFeyde nasil uygulandjing lskin katilmes bar yaklasm
ba‘mmmhmreﬂﬂe tim arac sehirlen birbirine yaklastran
bir istisare sureci olusturmakbr. Buna gore;

#  Buuygulama sirec belediye baskanlan, ekiplen ve ara-

“Araci sehirler guclerini elde ettikleri
bolgelere atfederler”.

‘I-Cities are inscnbed into a termtory in which, for
which and by which, they get their strength.”

which, for which and by which, they get thedir strength. We, mayors,
cannot be overooking this since this temtory is the one giving all the
meaning to our ciies.

Therelore the inscnption of our HCibes nto its rural sumounding & cen-
tral when defining an HFCity. The rural-urban ink, the socal cohesion
for safer cities, the prowdmity for 2 more sustainable fransport system
aswell as for the participatory approach ane some of the strengths that
miake of our I-Cities excellent subjects when it comes o the mplemen-
tation of the SDGs and the NUA. Cohesion, alizenship, policies and
mechanismes of consultations hedp to making off the ity the perfect
place to implement what should be a future sustainable development”
from now on

This is also the vision and ambition when creating the first World Forum
on Intermediary Cities - looking at the implementabion of the Global
Agendas in HCities from a financial point of view, from an operational
point of view, from a policy making point of view, as well as the inlegra-
tion of the citizenship into the whole process which is central.

To make sure that “no one i left behind” and that all the -Cities of the
Wiorld are convened into the process, the World Forum is omganizing
regional continental Forums with the aim o make the consultation
process close to all ihe Hoties through a participatony approach about
how the SDGs, the NUA, and the Climal Agenda are beang mplement-
ed regonally

A how this implementation process is being thought by the Mayors
and their teams, by the leadership of the FCities

A financial challenges - can we help at the level of the World Forum in
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o1 gehirlenn bideren tarahindan nasil degerlendinliyor?
A Finansal zoruklar: Gzellikle arac sehirere dair uygulamalann

yonetimi icin Dinya Forumu dizeyinde yeni finansal sirecler olustu-
rulmasina yardim edebilir miyiz? {egiim platformlan kurma— araci
ulusal ve ulustararas: dizeyde anlasmalar yapma)

A  Taraflar arasmdaki diyalogu giclendimmek ve yeni bir “kahhme
yonetsim” model olusturmak icin ulustararas, ulusal ve yerel dizey-
de neler yapilabilir?

A Kiresel gindernber konusunda kent sakinlenini daha duyarh hale
gelirmek icin neler yapahifiniz?

Yapilan arashrmalar gostermekdedir ki, arac sehirler gelecekde diinya
kentsel nitfusunun biyik cogunluguna ev sahipligi yapan alaniar ols-
cak ve bu durum, aract sehirenn bu biyik dontsime simdiden ha-
airlanmaya baslamalanm gerekdi kilyor. Tek sesl ve ortak bir mesa-
iz obmad,

21-22 Eylil 2017 tarihinde Nevsehir'de gerceklestirilecek olan
Arac: Sehirler Orta Dogu ve Bah Asya (MEWA) Bélgesel Foru-
mu’nun balgemiz acisindan onemini ve bolgemizdeki araci se-
hirlerin durumunu bizim icin degerlendirir misiniz?

Arac Sehirer MEWA Balgesel Forumu bizi yakindan éigilendiren ve
son derece dnemii bir etkinlk. Bidiginiz Gzere, Mayis ayinda Afrika
sal Forumu dilzenlenecek.

MEWA Balgesi, tarmarmiyia farkl iki kalonma modedine sahip olmala-
nimin yani sira belediye baskanlannin kalonma konusuna yaklasim-
lan da birbirinden oldukca farkh olan i kitanin, Avrupa ve Asya'min,
kesigim nokiasinda bulunmas: hasebiyle, bizim icin oldukga Gnemli;
Arap sehirlerinden iran‘a ve dofu gehirlering, ve tabii ki Tarkiye deki
sehirler de iceren, gichl ekonomik kallkinmaya sahip bir bolgenin
diyalogu ve sirdinilebilirigine odaklanmalan durumunda, diger bir
Bu anlamda, MEWA Bigesinin tim ddnyaya dmek olarak sunabile-
cedi mubtemel ortakliklar, diyaloglar ve yeni balas acilan hakkinda
daha fazla bilgi edinebilmek adina Nevsehir'deki Bolgesel Forurmu
Sozlenime son vermeden dnce bir sey daha eklemek istiyor ve hem
bu roportaj icin hem de UCLG Araci Sehirler Dunya Forumu'na
katihmlan ve UCLG ailesine katkulanndan dolay UCLG-MEWAYya
tesekkir etmek istiyorum. Hepimiz, kiresel diizeyde, UCLGyi ve
cahsmalanm yakindan biliyoruz ancak kentlerin kallonmas: nokta-
sindaki bu Szverili calismalan sebebiyle bir kez daha on plana
cikisimin muthulugunu yasiyoruz. Aynca, belediye baskanlannin
kendi balgelerinde bu bayragin tasnncihgm yapmalanm da gurur-
la kargihyoruz cinkd yereldeki ihtiyacian en dognu sekilde belire-
yecek ve yerel gerceklikleri en iyl tamyacak olan yonetim biriminin
yine yerelin kendisi olduguna inamiyoruz. Bu sebeple, UC-
LG-MEWA'min bilgesindeki aracy sehirlere verdigi destedin bizim
icin son derece Gnemli ve 2018 Temmuz ayinda gergeklestinlecek
Ddnya Forumu'na katihmlarmin oldukca degerli oldugunu belirt-
Tesekkirler.
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fostering new financial fnes and processes espedally for the
I-Cities implementation management {plateforms of trainings
—management of the change in the HCities o tum sustainable
— agreements al national & intermational level o make of the
I-Cities a point of landing of funding projects)

A what may do inlemational, national and local level to
strengthen Dialogue and generate a new kind of “participatory
govemance”

A how can we push for sensitizing cilizenship about global

agendias x .
From the studies made, HCiies will be: receiving the major part
of the world urban development, so HCities have o get pre-
pared today. We have to be one voice, with one message.

Could you please share your comments on the signifi-
cance of the Intermediary Cities Middle East and West
Asia (MEWA) Regional Forum, which will take place in
MNevsehir, Turkey on 21-22 September 2017, and the pres-
ent situation of the Intermediary Cities in our region?
The Regional Forum of MEWA region is very important and
relevant for us.

We had already the Africa Forum in May and will be having
the: Europe Forum in October.

For us, MEWA region is crudial because it is positioned right
in the axis between Europe and Asia with pattems of develop-
ment completely different, and the way Mayors are dealing
with development is very different as well, it is like an in be-
tween position n a region that is knowing a strong economical
development, from the Arab ciies, to lran, io the Eastemn cilies,
and of course Turkey, who's HFCities developmentcould be a
moded for many if they focus on FCities development, gowver-
We: are truly lnoking forward i the: Regional Forum in Nevse-
hir, to know more about the possible engagement, dialogue
and perspectives the MEWA Region can offer as an example
o the world.

I would ke to say a word and thank UCLG MEWA for this in-
terview and for its implication and engagement next to the
Word UCLG HCities Forum and farily. We all know this insti-
tution at global level, and it is re-known for its dedication to the
cities, we are proud that they have taken up this dynamic in
their region for ther mayors, because we believe that only the
region can truly know the local realiies. So MEWA's sappord
io their I-Cities is very important for us, and its further partici-
pation o the World Forum in July 2018 will be significant and
refevant Thank you
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